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permission, a failure of duty which can probably
be ascribed to personal cowardice. The result
was that the Nationalist Party re-elected Parnell
leader.
Then the Liberal leaders, in ignorance of
McCarthy's defection, were jauntily informed by
the Irish leader that he had just been re-elected.
The consternation was, as may be imagined,
considerable, and Gladstone (and this was his
great mistake) favoured the immediate publica-
tion of his letter, a step about which Morley
seems to have hesitated. With its publication,
the collapse of Paraell and the division in the
Nationalist Party followed inevitably. It was
also a mistake from the point of view of Gladstone.
For a letter which was intended as an appeal was
published as an excommunication*
At the end of the year Gladstone was again
discussing the Irish question with Morley, and
observed : " You have no regrets at the course
we took ? " J. M.: " None, it was inevitable. I
never doubted. That does not prevent bitter
lamentation that inevitable it was." Gladstone
evidently had his regrets.
That the whole business was lamentably
muddled, no one will deny, and probably the
catastrophe would have been avoided had not the
divorce proceedings, the Liberal gathering at
Sheffield, and the meeting of Earliainent, all
followed within the course of a week. From the
biographical point of view, we would say that all